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The red warning with ' Take cover ' on it, shone steadily at the
intersection of Oxford St. and Tottenham Court Rd. But
people were walking about. Infrequent guns. Then the G.'s
ventured to depart.
Yacht Club, London, Thursday, January
Collecting ideas for my article on the future of the Liberal
Party. Then to show of the Senefelder Club at the Leicester
Galleries. There was a lithograph of Forain, "Conseil
juridique ", which put everything else in the show clean off
the map. I couldn't think of anything that I had ever seen
more perfect. 28 guineas, so I didn't buy it. A loud-voiced
old man in very sporting costume, and deaf, came in with a
fairly young woman, who called him alternatively ' Claudie '
and ' Sir Claud '. It was Claud de Crespigny, the sportsman.
Many of these chaps have very loud voices. He said zs. 6d.
was too high a price for entrance, had never known entrance
to a gallery to be more than is. He was mollified when he
learnt that 2s. 6d. paid for two. He had come to see a painting
by Laura Knight of a prize-fighter. As soon as he saw it he
shouted : "I think they ought to give you your money back.
It's not like - at all. He hasn't got those muscles on him
— never had. And look at his legs. And look at the size of
the ring. It's not 8 feet square." However, the woman soothed
him, and in the end he seemed to be quite a decent sort of chap.
Lunched at Marlborough. Club. The first I saw at the Marl-
borough was the Duke of Marlborough. I like this chap — also
he said he was very interested hi my articles, and agreed with
them. I liked him the first time I saw him. Ex-King Manoel
was there, lunching like nobody at all with two military officers.
Then to Reform Club to meet Wells, who was very angry with
the insular commercial machinations of the aeroplane m'f acturers,
who, he says, are greatly over-represented on the Civil Air
Transport Committee of which he is a member. He told me
the latest theory is that the first floor of a well-built house is
safer than the basement in an air-raid, owing to the new heavy
delayed-action bombs which go through everything and burst
only when they can't travel any further.
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, February 6th.
Gardiner and Massingham at Club in afternoon were extremely
vol. n.	219	P

